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cations," apart from the larger political and social nerve centres. " Chart- 
ism," wrote Carlyle in 1839, "means the bitter discontent grown fierce and 
mad, the wrong condition therefore, and the wrong disposition of the work- 
ing classes of England. " There has been a general consensus of opinion 
in placing Chartism among the lost causes of history; but though the or- 
ganization failed, its social program became absorbed into current opinion 
and as far as political machinery goes, the Chartists have won the sub- 
stance of their claims. Of the famous six points, — universal male suffrage, 
voting by ballot, equal electoral districts, no property qualification for 
members of Parliament, payment of members are already now law, and 
all that remains unrealized is the claim for annual parliaments. But be- 
sides these positive achievements, there is the spiritual legacy of Chartism 
to be reckoned with. It was Chartism that first drew attention to the 
hardness of the industrial workman's lot, and to the gulf between the two 
"nations" side by side in England; and by this, in spite of its incoherences 
as a whole, and its apparent failure, Chartism being dead yet liveth. Mr. 
Hovell's book is valuable from its close study of the original materials, 
Chartist speeches and writings; and it is tragic that he was unable to finish 
his projected work. 

N. C. 
London, England. 

Social Evils and Peoblems. Edited for the Church of Scotland Com- 
mission on the War, by Professor W. P. Paterson and Dr. David Watson. 
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Papers on social problems, dealing with the sphere of influence the 
church should endeavor to occupy. There are chapters on impurity, the 
decreasing birthrate, rural depopulation, adolescence and the training of 
youth, and Christianity and international relations. There is a very full 
and sensible paper on gambling, by Lord Sandys, and a good paper on in- 
dustrial problems, by Sir A. Steel-Maitland. It is stated in the paper on 
the decreasing birthrate that the true cause of this is the decline of religion, 
which is the measure of that article. 
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